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                  Church Office Hours: 

Monday   -  Friday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Church Building Hours: 

Please See Calendar on page 9 

 

 

Letter from the Pastor 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

On Wednesday February 26, 2020, we begin our Lenten journey 
with Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday, the day each year where we 
remember that from dust we have come and to dust we shall return. 
Then we discuss the idea of whether we are to give something up 
for Lent or take something on for Lent. What is Lent exactly? 

 

Lent is the season of remembering the 40 days that lead up to Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday (excluding Sundays because every single 
Sunday of the year we are called to celebrate the Resurrection ). In 
these 40 days, we remember the 40 days immediately following 
Jesusô baptism when he was in the wilderness, fasting and          
preparing to enter into his public life of ministry. It was during this 
time that the devil appeared to him and tempted him with the   
temptations of worldly power, religious power and falling into a 
calling that wasnôt his to follow.  

 

It is not a coincidence that the devil came to tempt Jesus after his 
baptism and after this time of being in the wilderness where he had 
been fasting for 40 days. It was in this time, after Jesus had been 
marked and filled with the Spirit, that Jesus was able to go away 
and consider, contemplate and ponder what living into being who 
he was created to be would fully mean for his life. It was  
in this space that he could determine if living as God-incarnate, and 
all that would go along with it, was what he really wanted to do 
with his life or if he wanted to go back and live the life of a simple 
carpenter with his earthly father and family.  This decision was one 
that took discernment without distraction. This decision took  
discernment without other peopleôs thoughts or feedback.  This       
decision needed to be a searching within, an exploring with God  

 

http://www.fpcyo.org
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              WORSHIP 
1st Sunday in Lent 

Communion 

March 1, 2020 

Worship at 11:00 a.m. 

Liturgist:  Doug Doyle 

Pastor Becky’s Sermon:  The Heart’s Desire 
 
Lectionary: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7   Hymns:  #166 Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days  

  Psalm 32                                      #783 When We Are Tested  

  Romans 5:12-19                                #618 O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High 

  Matthew 4:1-11                     
       

Pastor Becky’s letter continued: 
 
and then seeing what it would mean for the world around. When Satan enters the story, Jesus knows at that 
moment that there is no decision to be made because in many ways, the decision had already been made. There 
is no going back once all the knowledge is before him. There is no way to live this life with the abilities to be 
the Savior and not do his part. The answer is clear, and Jesus enters the call of his ministry, setting out to call 
his first disciples.  
 
In this season of Lent, we as a congregation have chosen to do a different practice than giving something up or 
taken something on. We are taking what is typically our 9:40 a.m. Sunday School hour of Bible Study and are 
choosing to use that time to discuss the book ñSo You Want to Talk About Raceò by Ijeoma Oluo. There is 
also a Lenten discussion guide to go along with this so that you can have something to help you process this 
journey and to prepare for each weeks discussion on this very important topic. There is a problem in the world 
around us and we cannot be a part of the body of Christ and turn a blind eye towards it any longer. We must 
address it and in order to address it, we have to first acknowledge it and admit it is indeed a problem. Racism 
is not something Jesus ever tolerated and whenever others tolerated and put up barriers to keep people out   
because of perceived differences, Jesus was standing on the side with the ones who were perceived to be  
different.  
 
So I encourage you to use this Lenten season to be on a wilderness journey to explore what it means to talk 
about race. It may be uncomfortable at times, but that is okay. It may be really hard at times, but that is okay. 
It may be hard to look at some times, but that is okay. It may be really beautiful at times, and that is okay too.  
 
If you have any questions about where to get the book or the discussion guide, feel free to contact me or the 
church office, otherwise, I hope to see you Sunday morningôs through Lent in the Community Room at  
9:45 a.m.  
 
Peace,  
 
Pastor Becky 
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2nd Sunday in Lent 

Time with Young Disciples 

March 8, 2020 

Worship at 11:00 a.m. 

Liturgist:  Julius Balogh 

Pastor Becky’s Sermon:  For God so Loved…. 

 
Lectionary: Genesis 12:1-4a    Hymns:  #165 The Glory of These Forty Days 

                          Psalm 121                                                                 #435   There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

  Romans 4:1-5, 13-17                               #546  Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing  

  John 3:1-17      

 

3rd Sunday in Lent 

March 15, 2020 

Worship at 11:00 a.m. 

Liturgist:  Donna Hageman 

Pastor Becky’s Sermon:  Living Waters Run Deep 

  
Lectionary: Romans 5:1-11    Hymns:  #167 Forty Days and Forty Nights  

  Psalm 95                                 #479 Come Now to the Water  

  John 4:5-42                                #188 Jesus Loves Me! 

   

 

4th Sunday in Lent 

March 22, 2020 

Worship at 11:00 a.m. 

Liturgist:  TJ Hudock 

Pastor Becky’s Sermon:  Where is Your Blindness Found? 

 
Lectionary: I Samuel 16:1-13   Hymns:  #409 God Is Here!  

  Psalm 23                                                 #314 Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness  

  John 9:1-41                                #684 Faith Begins by Letting Go 

 

5th Sunday in Lent 

March 29, 2020 

Worship at 11:00 a.m. 

Liturgist:  Marianne Limmer 

Pastor Becky’s Sermon:  If you had been here... 

 
Lectionary: Ezekiel 37:1-14    Hymns:  #418 Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling  

  Psalm 130                                                 #793 O Christ, the Healer  

  John 11:1-45                                #250 In the Bulb There Is a Flower 
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CONTINUING TO PRAY FOR 

 
Scott Anderson (Donna Hagemanõs nephew), Janis DePasqua, Lynn Toman, Pam Toman, Bud Shaffer, Bar-
bara Bestic (Betty Besticõs daughter-in-law), Bob Gesacion and Evan Bettura (Patti Keenan), David Maniago 
(Emily Slaven), Rick Benson, Alessia Brown (Janis DePasqua), Debbie Osman (Chet Cooperõs sister), Barb 
and Craig Maltby (Donna Hagemanõs sister and brother-in-law), Tina Scritchfield, Tammy Helmuth (Klaus), 
Amelia Khounthikoumane (Pat Diamond), Cheryl (Lynn Tomanõs sister), Ron Strasik (Renae Scharf), Sarver 
Family (Lynn Toman), Caleb (Barbara Altmanõs grandson), Barbara Altman, family of Rev. Al Shakley,  
Terry Murray, Robert Farrell (brother of Pat McCaughan), Eugene O. Loomis III,  Jody Donoghue and Don 
Cercone (sister and brother of JoEllen Kieffer), Mary MacGregor Neff (Wilma Miller), Jim Wildish, Janet  
Trevathan; the Mineo family; staff, students and parents at Williamson School; Pat Grist (Patti Keenan), 
Pickett family, Arlene Wright, Victor Wan -Tatah, Terry Gregory, Joyce Martin and Karen Stilgenbauer 
(Karen Cooper),  Nancy Woodman, Marlen Sue Martin, Cindy Milicich, Bridget Benson, and  
Kristy Glover (Bege Bowers).   
 
Prayer concerns from our friends at Gutknecht Tower :  Jashawn family, Johanna B., Julie G., Vincent C.,  
Linda S., Pat B., Gladys G., Donella, Charles, Alice Jonesõs nephew, Johnson family, Gaines family, and 
Stewart family.  

FPC CHILDRENõS GROUP 
 

òLEAPóING LIZARDS 
 

Main Library 
Saturday, February 29, 2020 

11:00 a.m. 
 

òLeapóing Lizards, itõs Leap Year! 
What better way to enjoy February 29th 

than with an exotic reptile show by Marissa Hall from 
Realm of the Reptile. 

During this educational show, children will 
have the opportunity to learn about and 

interact with lizards, tortoises, s-s-snakes and more! 
 

Meet at the Main Library at 11:00 a.m. 
Call Jenna Hudock or May Einfalt if you have any questions. 

MAHONING VALLEY SOJOURN TO THE PAST 
SPAGHETTI DINNER 

 
SUNDAY, MARCH 8TH  -  NOON TO 4:00 P.M. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 
TICKETS:  $9.00 ADULTS and $5.00 CHILDREN UNDER 12 

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT ARE AVAILABLE 
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 ´ÓdÙÍÊdËÎ×ØÙd¸ÚÓÉÆÞdÔËdÊÆÈÍdÒÔÓÙÍpdÔÚ×d©ÊÆÈÔÓØ̃d¨Æ×ÙdÎØdÆÛÆÎÑÆÇÑÊdËÔ×dÈÔÑÑÊÈÙÎÔÓdÔËd

prepackaged food items, paper products, cleaning supplies and personal hygiene items for 

donation to Protestant Family Service.  If you are away or forget your items on  

March 1st, they may be brought any Sunday or any day that the church building is open.  

Donations can be given to any staff member, who will place them in the cart for the next 

monthly delivery.  The item to donate for the month of March will be soap.  Other items are 

still welcome as well.   

BOOK CLUB  
March 10, 2020 -  10:00 A.M. 

ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS WELCOME!  
 

The Book Club regularly meets on the 3%#/.$ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ ÏÆ ÅÁÃÈ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÁÔ υτȡττ ÁȢÍȢ, in the Church 
Parlor (unless otherwise noted).  All members and friends who are book enthusiasts are invited to join 
them at any time.  The book to read for March 10th is  7ÉÌÄ by Cheryl Strayed. 
 
At twenty-two, Cheryl Strayed thought she had lost everything. In the wake of her motherȭs death, her 
family scattered and her own marriage was soon destroyed. Four years later, with nothing more to 
lose, she made the most impulsive decision of her life. With no experience or training, driven only by 
blind will, she would hike more than a thousand miles of the Pacific Crest Trail from the Mojave Desert 
through California and Oregon to Washington State—and she would do it alone. Told with suspense 
and style, sparkling with warmth and humor, 7ÉÌÄ powerfully captures the terrors and pleasures of 
one young woman forging ahead against all odds on a journey that maddened, strengthened, and  
ultimately healed her.  

Sunday Morning 9:45 Bible Study During Lent 
 
 
 Starting Sunday, March 1, 2020, the Sunday morning 9:45 Bible Study will have a social  
justice focus.  The book we will be studying is ñSo You Want to Talk About Raceò by Ijeoma Oluo. 
 Why this book now?  As the book promotional material describes: Widespread reporting on 
aspects of white supremacy -- from police brutality to the mass incarceration of Black Americans -- 
has put a media spotlight on racism in our society. Still, it is a difficult subject to talk about. How do 
you tell your roommate her jokes are racist? Why did your sister-in-law take umbrage when you 
asked to touch her hair -- and how do you make it right? How do you explain white privilege to your 
white, privileged friend? 
 If you wish to purchase a copy they are available on Amazon, Barnes & Noble, or your  
favorite book store.  
 Please join us at 9:45 a.m. Sunday mornings from March 1 through April 5, 2020 in the 
Church Library on the second floor. 
 If you have any questions or would like to know even more about this study ahead of time, 
please feel free to speak to one of the members of the Social Justice Task Force -- Elizabeth  
Ayana, Pat Diamond, Patti Gruver, Becky Mallin and Jim Ray ï and/or Pastor Becky.  
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First Presbyterian Church  
of Youngstown  

2020 Book Study Schedule 
 

   Our Wednesday Book Study continues to be a time of  
   wonderful fellowship, thoughtful conversation and inspiring  
insight into the books we are reading and Godôs work in this world and in us. On Wednesday,  
March 18, we will be meeting at the home of Alex and Kathy Esseniyi, 5751 Sharon Drive. Our book for this 
monthôs discussion is The Way of the Heart:  Connecting with God through Prayer, Wisdom and Silence  by 
Henri J.M. Nouwen. As the inside cover of the book states, ñSince it was first published more than twenty 
years ago, The Way of the Heart has helped millions of men and women cast off the anger and greed that  
trouble the world- and find love, compassion, and peace in the heart of God. Inspired by the ancient teachings 
of St. Anthony and the Desert Fathers, The Way of the Heart clears before us a spiritual path consisting of 
three stepping-stones: Solitude (learning not to be alone but to be alone with God); Silence (the discipline by 
which the inner fire of God is tended and kept alive); and Prayer (standing in the presence of God with the 
mind in the heart).ò Join us for this conversation, great food and different perspectives along the way. 
 
As we move into a new year together, here are the books we will be exploring in 2020:  

 
April 15, 2020 Small Victories: Spotting Improbable Moments of Grace by Anne Lamott 
 
May 20, 2020 The Immoral Majority by Ben Howe 
 
June 17, 2020 The Sins of Scripture: Exposing the Bibleôs Texts of Hate to Reveal the God of Love 

by John Spong 
 
July 15, 2020  Black-and-White Bible, Black-and-Blue Wife  by Ruth A. Tucker 
 
August 19,2020 Present over Perfect: Leaving behing Frantic for a Simpler, More Soulful Way of    

Living by Shauna Niequist 
 
September 16, 2020 Girl, Wash Your Face: Stop Believing the Lies About Who You Are so You Can     

Become Who You Were Meant to Be  by Rachel Hollis 
 
October 21, 2020 Troubled Minds: Mental Illness and the Churchôs Mission by Amy Simpson 
 
November 18, 2020 A Crazy, Holy Grace: The Healing Power of Pain and Memory by Frederick Buechner 
 
December 16, 2020 Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others by Barbara Brown Taylor 
 
If you have any questions or need more information, feel free to contact Pastor Becky or Heather Cooper. 
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UPCOMING FPW EVENT  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR OUR 

ñSABBATH REST WOMENôS RETREATò 

At Villa Maria Retreat Center   -  Villa Maria (Pulaski), PA 

Friday, August 21, 2020 ï Saturday, August 22, 2020 

Look for specific details to follow!!! 

2020 BIRTHDAY LIST  

 
Attached with this Forecaster is an updated list of the 2020 Birthdays for each month.  If 

your birth date is missing, or incorrect, please let JoEllen know so she can make the  

correct adjustments.                                 

                                     Thank You!  

Bible Study 

 
All are welcome to be a part of the Bible Study 
groups!  
 
Join us for Wednesday night Bible Study (except 
2/26 due to Ash Wednesday service at West-
minster Presbyterian Church and 3/18 because 
of Book Study) as we continue our study of the 
Prophet Jeremiah. Our study is from 7 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. and we meet in the Pastorõs Office. 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact 
Pastor Becky.  

SOCIAL JUSTICE  
 

Persons who are homeless are visible in our  
cities and suburbs.  During Lent the Social    
Justice Task Force invites you to DO something 
instead of giving up something.  Please consider 
donating items listed below. The Social Justice 
Task Force will assemble these items into bags 
for the church to distribute as homeless people 
seek help here.  These bags will also be     
available for church members to distribute as we 
encounter persons who are homeless.    

Items needed are:  

band-aids with topical antibiotic ointment 

body wipes 

Toothbrush 

Toothpaste 

$5 gift cards from Subway 

Deodorant 

soft granola bars 

 

A basket will be available for these donations 
during Lent. Thank you in advance for your help 
in helping our neighbors who are hungry, thirsty, 
and in need (Matthew 25).      



8 

ELECTION DAY BAKE SALE  
 
Munching cookies is a great way to meet persons from our neighborhood who  
vote at our church.  During the November 2019 election, the Mission Committee  
sponsored a bake sale for the benefit of our EECMY ministry.  We interacted with  
our neighbors who arrived to vote as well as a host of other folks who call our church their work or 
service place.  We also got to interact with the officials who worked for the Board of  
Elections.  We enjoyed encounters with all these people and made some new friends.  Please help 
us continue to be good neighbors and support our EECMY ministry by baking or purchasing a few 
dozen cookies or cupcakes or any other simple òmunch and goó items or by helping for a couple of 
hours during the voting day.  Please contact Elizabeth Ayana or see her after Worship Service to 
sign up to donate goodies and/or help during voting hours.  
 

Game Night 
Friday, March 13, 2020 
6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

 

We are excited to announce that we will be having yet another Game Night!  
 
Join us, people of all ages, on Friday, March 13, 2020, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., for a  
Game Night. All are welcome as we enjoy Scrabble, Pictionary, Card Games and more. Bring 
your own snacks.  We will have water, lemonade, coffee and iced tea. Hope to see you all 
there.  
 
If you have any questions, feel free to ask Pastor Becky or TJ Hudock.  
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS  

 

 1. Chuck Mansfield    6 Betsy Sturtz  

  Terry Murray    9 Jayne Cating  

 2 Patti Gruver     16 Sabrina Dole  

  Wilma Miller    19 Larry Harrsi  

  Tracy Rudrick    25 Pastor Lang Collins  

 4 Tammy Helmuth    26 John Einfalt  

 5 Mary Parsons    28 Mike Bright  

USHERS FOR MARCH 

 

Sean Barron  -  Captain 

Elizabeth Ayana, Michael Klaus, and Bryan Davis 
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 MARCH 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

Bible Study 
9:45 am 
Public Worship  with 
Communion 11 am 
FPW meeting in  
Sanctuary after  
worship 
CE Meeting 12:15 pm 
Finance Mtg. 12 pm 

2 

  
MLK Task Force 
5:30 pm 

  

  

3 

Presbytery 
Meeting 2:30 pm 
NAMI  
Peer to Peer 
4:30 pm 
NO Scout 
Meeting 

  

 4 

ACLD Evacuation 
10 am 
LTL 11:30 am 
Social Justice  
Task Force 
5:30 pm 
Bible Study 7 pm 

 
  

5 

Dental Van 9 am 
MFHC PT 
12 pm to 8 pm 
T’ai Chi 6 pm 
Choir 7 pm 

 
  
 

6 

 
  

7 

Sojourn to the Past 
Spaghetti Dinner  
Set-up 10 am to  
2 pm 
 
  
  

  

8 

Bible Study 
9:45 am 
Public Worship  
11 am 
Sojourn to the Past 
Spaghetti Dinner 
12pm to 4 pm 

  

9 

  
MI Meeting 10 am 
 

                     10 

    
Book Club 10 am 
NAMI Peer to 
Peer 4:30 pm 
Scout Mtg. 6 pm 
  

                       11 

  
Staff Meeting 
12 pm 
Bible Study 
7 pm 

  

                      12 

 
MFHC PT 
12 pm to 8 pm 
Clinic 5 pm 
Home for Good 
Bd. Mtg. 5 pm 
T’ai Chi 6 pm 
Choir 7 pm 

  

13 

  
Game Night 
6-9 pm 
  

                          14 

  
Gutknecht Tower 
Ministries  
2 pm – off site 
 
Garage Sale 
9 am to 3 pm 
  

15 

  
Bible Study 
9:45 am 
Public Worship  
11 am 
  

16 

  
VISTA 
10 am to 3 pm 

17 

Primary Election 
5:30 am to 
8:30 pm 
NAMI Peer to 
Peer 4:30 pm 
Scout Mtg. 6 pm 

18 

  
  
NO Bible Study  
Book Study 
Off Site 

                     19 

FG 8:30 am 
MFHC PT 
12 pm to 8 pm 
NAMI Board 
Meeting 6 pm 
T’ai Chi 6 pm 
Choir 7 pm 

  

                     20 

  
 RSVP 11-1 

                           21          
  
Ballet Western  
Reserve Spaghetti 
Dinner Set-up 
  

22 

Bible Study 
9:45 am 
Public Worship 
11 am 
Deacons’ Meeting 
12:15 pm 
Ballet Western Reserve 
Spaghetti Dinner 
11:30 am to 3 pm 

23 

  
Trauma Informed 
Care 8:30 am 

24 

NAMI Peer to 
Peer 4:30 pm 
BEG 6 pm 
Scout Mtg. 6 pm 
in Helen Chapel 
Session 7 pm 

                   25 

  
Bible Study 7 pm 

                   26 

MFHC PT 
12 pm to 8 pm 
Clinic 5 pm 
T’ai Chi 6 pm 
Choir 7 pm 

  
  

27 

  
  

28 

  
  
  
  
  

29 

  
Bible Study 
9:45 am 
Public Worship  
11 am 
Come Brunch With Us 
12:15 pm 
 

                     30 

  

  
  

                     31 
 
NAMI Peer to 
Peer 4:30 pm 
Scouts 6 pm 

    


